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Birmingham, Ala - Their mission is clear, diversify clinical trials and genetic research by 
engaging the very population that needs to be represented - people of color. Yet, Acclinate 
Genetics has found itself in a business world where diversity among entrepreneurs, 
diversity among ventured backed entrepreneurs, is limited, too.  

Previous reports from the National Bureau of Economic Research reveals that minority 
entrepreneurs represented just 20% of entrepreneurs funded by venture capital. Not to 
mention that loan denial rates have been reported to be higher for minority entrepreneurs.  

As an Alabama Launchpad finalist, Acclinate Genetics mission is amplified.  

“These are new conversations around a real problem, health disparities among minorities. 
We have presented our ‘how’ and it’s very different from the way things have traditionally 
been done,” said Del Smith,PhD, CEO of Acclinate Genetics. “We have a big vision and it 
involves impacting a lot of communities and a lot of lives.” 

When it comes to impacting lives, Smith takes it a step further. He serves as a role model 
for minority students, too. His tenure as the Dean of the Business School at Alabama 
Agricultural and Mechanical University, a historical black college and university (HBCU), 
takes his story to another level. 

“There’s an overwhelming sense of responsibility to my students to show them that they 
can be successful entrepreneurs,” Smith said. “Part of that involved role modeling what that 
looks like. It takes drive, grit, and determination. I want my students to know that there are 

mailto:Sonia@BioAlabama.com


many paths to success and sometimes you will take two paths during the same season of 
your life. Having dual careers may allow you to have an even greater impact on the world,” 
Smith adds. 

Smith and his team will present their final Alabama Launchpad pitch February 27, 2020 at 
The Warehouse at Alley Station located at 130 commerce street, Montgomery, Alabama 
36104. Event details can be found online here. 

“Regardless of the outcome, being an Alabama Launchpad finalist provides an opportunity 
to share our vision more broadly,” said Smith. “This is an opportunity for an Alabama-based 
company to tackle a tough subject regarding health disparity among minorities. We take 
that responsibility very seriously.”  

### 

 
About BIO Alabama: BIO Alabama is the lead advocate for growth in the biosciences related 
industries throughout Alabama. We represent the state on a national and international stage, 
promoting the intellectual and innovative capital that make our state a premier place to invest, start, 
and grow in bioscience. BIO Alabama is the state partner of the life sciences trade organization 
Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO). Our members consist of bioscience organizations, 
universities, research facilities, and service partners. Learn more at bioalabama.com. Connect on 
LinkedIn, Twitter, or Instagram @bioalabama. 
 
About Acclincate Genetics: Acclinate Genetics helps biopharmaceutical companies and contract 
research organizations achieve the most representative research sample by expanding their 
genomic studies and clinical trials to include diverse ethnic groups. Their Enhanced Diversity in 
Clinical Trials (e-DICT) is a HIPPA compliant platform that utilizes artificial intelligence, machine 
learning, and predictive analytics to automate the identification, education, engagement, and 
retention of willing & diverse clinical trial participants. The result is a ready supply of willing, 
educated, and diverse participants for genomic research and clinical trials. Their unique system 
helps decrease the overall cost of drug development and increase the speed of FDA approval. Learn 
more at acclinategenetics.com. Connect on LinkedIn. 
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